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more than 2 million, remained in German hands. Germany
thus secured control over the capital, the main industrial areas,
and ail the Channel and the Atlantic ports for prosecution of
the war against Britain. But the French Government, though
burdened with large numbers of refugees from the north to
feed and house in a predominantly agricultural area, as well as
with heavy occupation costs, was left with certain important
assets. Chief of these were the fleet and the African colonies,
and considerable freedom of action in the western
Mediterranean.
Meanwhile, Pierre Laval was busy helping to engineer the
further stage in the whole process. He was a member of the
Senate, but did not enter upon the scene until 15 June, when
he joined the general flight to Bordeaux. He w*as whole-
heartedly in favour of an armistice and opposed to any
continuation of the war from outside France. He had an
interview with the hesitating President of the Republic, Albert
Lebrun, and dissuaded him from leaving France. He lobbied
and harangued the available deputies and senators, and
persuaded a majority of them to ratify the armistice agreement.
And on 10 July he promoted in the National Assembly,
summoned at Vichy to ratify the armistice, a bill investing the
government of Marshal Petain with provisional plenary-
powers until a 'new constitution5 should be promulgated. He
did not become a member of the government until 23 June,
after the armistice had been signed: and the fact that 569
members of the assembly voted for his bill, and only 80 against
it, suggests that the last parliament of the Third Republic
substantially agreed with his policy. It was over i oo more than
the minimum majority needed. As Laval wrote later, 4the
majority loudly demanded it, or it must be imagined that I
had extraordinary powers of suggestion over the two
Chambers'.1
Constitutionally, the Vichy Government survived for four
years by simply never promulgating this enew constitution4,
and by never again summoning the National Assembly. Even
1 Pierre Laval: op. cit. pp. 51, 55; and cf. the remarkable defence of
his own actions in his trial reported in full in Le Prods Laval (1946).